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Course Navigation Basics 

 
Once you login to Onyx, you will see the Onyx Homepage. Click on the My course(s) area to view a list 
of courses available to you.   

 

 
 

Click on your course.  
 

 

 
Course Homepage 
 

Most courses will open with a common appearance and set of elements. On the top, you can see the 
basic elements of your course page.   
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Navigation Drawer 
 

The Navigation drawer can be temporarily hidden with a simple click of the Show / Hide Navigation 
icon.   
 
The upper section of the Navigation drawer functions as a course navigation menu. The lower portion 
provides easy access to the Dashboard and other site navigation. 

Learners can quickly go to units or courses by clicking on these course navigation links. 

 

Course Management 

Click on the Course management icon to view the list of Activities, Badges and User Links that may be 
available in your course.  
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 Clicking on each Activity type will provide you with a list of those particular activities available in 
your course. In the image below, the instructor clicked on the Assignments Activity to view all 
available Assignments in their course.  
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 The Badges column allows instructors to manage badges and add new ones.  

 User links help instructors manage learners.   

 

Turn Edit On 

The Turn edit on button allows instructors to make changes in the course such as showing or hiding 
activities or changing activity settings.  

 

Onyx Homepage 

 

Clicking on the Onyx Homepage button will take you back to the teacher page, where you can view the 
My Course(s), Manage Learner Accounts, Browse eUnits, Browse and view eTutorial and Links again.  

 

 

 

Notifications and Messages 

 

These two buttons will show any new Notification or Message with a small red square. Click on either 
icon to view the new Notification or Message.  

 

 

User Settings 

 

Instructors can click on the small arrow next to this icon to view their Dashboard, edit their Profile, view 
learner Grades, view their Messages, edit their Preferences or Log out of Onyx. 
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Viewing Parts of a Unit 
 
New courses come with units Collapsed, meaning that you could only see the title and some basic 
information about the unit, but not the full list of files and learning activities included in it.  
 
To view instructor resources, activities, and progress indicators in each unit, click on the View Section 
Modules button.  
 

 
 

When the unit is expanded, instructors can view all shown, hidden or restricted activities.  
 
Note: Make sure the instructor files remain hidden from students. 
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To view the previous or the next unit, click on the links to these units above the title of the current unit. 
 

 
 

You can also navigate to other units of the course by scrolling to the bottom of the current unit and 
selecting a unit title from the Jump to… drop down menu.  
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Navigating with the Breadcrumb Menu 
 

At the top of each course, under the course title, is the Breadcrumb navigation menu. The Breadcrumb 
menu is the best way to move around a course. 

 

 

 

The Breadcrumb menu shows the course name, unit name and, once it is opened, the activity name. 
When we open an activity, the Breadcrumb menu reflects the location of this activity. 

 

 

 

To move or navigate between units and activities, click on any item in the Breadcrumb menu. 

 Clicking on Beverly’s Class opens the course homepage. 

 Clicking on Unit – Shop for Clothes (CLB2) displays the top of the Shop for Clothes unit. 

 Clicking on Dashboard displays the learner’s personal Dashboard. 

Note: The Dashboard is a customizable page for providing users with links to their courses and 
activities, such as unread forum posts and upcoming assignments. More details can be found in the 
Dashboard help file. 
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To return to the unit, learners use either: a - the Breadcrumb menu (most often), or b - the Exit activity 
link (occasionally). 

 

 

 

Order of Activities 

It is important to note that the courses have been designed for learners to move through the materials 
from the top of the screen downwards as they are listed. However, if instructors wish to create new 
activities such as files or labels, they can move them to a location that best suits their purpose. 


