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Overview

Elements that may be added to the right columns on a course page are called blocks.
Blocks add resources and functionality to a course page. For example, the message block
allows learners and instructors to quickly communicate from the course homepage, while
the calendar block displays course, user, group, or site events on the course home page.

Blocks add quick access to important features of a course.

Refer to the Working with Specific Blocks file to learn how to configure and use
recommended blocks.
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Each course arrives with a Navigation Drawer. It contains the Navigation options for this course. These

can be hidden or shown by toggling the Navigation Show Hide icon (marked below as number 1). When
the navigation drawer is open, you can see navigation options in your course (marked below as number
2) and open your Dashboard and access Onyx elements outside your specific course (marked below as
number 3).
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As an instructor, you can add additional features and functionality to your courses through blocks.
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Adding a Block to a Course Page

Blocks may be added to the right column on a course page.

1. On the top of your course page, click the Turn Edit On button. ﬂ

2. In the left column of the course page, at the very bottom of
the Navigation Drawer, click on the Add a block link. A
menu of possible blocks appears. Choose an option. We will
use Comments for this example.

Add a block

Add a block

Checklist

Comments

Comments 2 < B
3. The Comments block appears in the right column of the ‘A:I:Ie.:gq-.\ﬁn.ﬂ
course page. 4
Save comment
4. On the course page, click the Turn Edit Off button. n

Learners view a block with the block title and the block content only. For an instructor, if editing is
turned on, an edit icon and move block icon become available. More details on configuring specific
blocks can be found in the Working with Specific Blocks help file.

Parts of a Block (editing mode)

move configuration

title icon icon

We will use the Comments block to describe
the parts of a block. Different blocks will have N A\ 71
different content, but the main areas indicated P -
below are consistent. -OMImEnts + e

Add a commen

L
=
‘ content ‘ 4
Save comment

Page 3 of 6 Updated on 2-Aug-21



OngXon.ca

Editing Block Settings

In this example, we use the Comments block.

1. On the course page, click the Turn Edit On button. ﬂ

2. Onthe Comments block, click on the Action menu icon. A Comments + gG)
block editing menu appears. Click on the Configure Comments ( % Configare Comments block )
block link.

@& Hide Comments block

[# Permissions

@ Delete Comments block

3. The Configuration options for the block appears.
Each block will have its own unique settings.
Options for positioning the block and block
appearance controls are available there.

Default region
Use the Default Region drop-down menu to

Where this block appears

. . C : Beverly'
Original block location Course: Beverly's Class

Display on page types [ Any type of course main page +

display the block in the right column. Default weight 6 :
Ensure that the Visible setting is set to yes if you .
want your learners to see this block. On this page

4. Click the Save changes button when finished.

Hiding and Showing Blocks

1. With editing turned on, go to the block and click on the Comments + n@

Action Menu. £ Configure Comments block

@& Hide Comments block

2. Choose Hide Comments block

The block is hidden from learners; as an instructor, you will still see the block while in editing
mode.

3. To show the block, click on the Action menu, and choose
Show Comments block

Tents + o

# Configure Comments block

4. The block is now available for learners too. (G how C o block
2 oW Comments QcC

Page 4 of 6 Updated on 2-Aug-21



OngXon.ca

Moving Blocks

In the example on the right, the instructor has three blocks.

1. Online Users SIne Lsers e

2. Latest Announcements 1 online user (last 5 minutes)

3. Calendar oy Beverly Davis @
The instructor wants to move the Online users block below the Latest -~

announcements block.
Latest announcements

- B
Add a new topic...
1. With editing turned on, click on the move icon in the Online 23 Jul, 10:03
Users block. Beverly Davis
P Monday is a Holiday
nline users 23 Jul, 09:37

Beverly Davis
Friday is potluck lunch

23 Jul, 09:19
Beverly Davis
2. The Move Online users pop up appears. Click on “To item Welcome to our class!
“Latest announcements” to move the Online Users block below Older topics ...
the Latest announcements block. \
- Calendar 2k g
Move Online users X
A e T e ———.

To item "Latest announcements” €——
To item "Calendar’

To item "Comments’

3. The blocks have been reordered. Latest announcements

o~
Add a new topic...

23 Jul, 09:19

Beverly Davis
Welcome to our class!
Older topics ...

Online users R« B

1 online user (last 5 minutes)
oy Beverly Davis @&

Calendar ok ° 2
Y o W
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Deleting Blocks

1. With editing turned on, locate the block to be removed and Comments
click on the Action Menu icon within that block. # Configure Comments block

@ Hide Comments block
2. Choose the option Delete “block name” block.

[ Permissions

(Iﬂl Delete Comments block)

3. Click Yes to confirm the deletion.

Confirm

Are you sure that you want to delete this block titled Comments?

Yes No

4. The block is removed from the course homepage.
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